


introduction:

The recent “housing crisis” is nei-
ther new as a social phenomenon
nor is it an isolated instance of poor
decision-making or “risky investment

of lending and mortgage companies,
and the mass home foreclosures and
disenfranchisement of the poor—are
the most recent chapters in a long his-

strategies” on the
part of captains of
the financial and
housing industries.
We cannot look
for blame in the
financial  choices
of working- and
middle-class peo-
ple attracted by
deceptively  low
mortgage rates

who sought to find

One in two Oregonians live on inconmses
200% below the federal family poverty line.

One in four Oregonians spends more than /2
their income on rent or morigage payments.

64% of Portland residents living in poverty
work_full-time jobs.

Between 1990 and 2000, niean honse
values in Portland rose from §61,800 to
$157,900, while median family income

increased from $26,928 to §41,278.

tory of systematic
oppression of the
majority populous
by an elite ruling
ass.

Unfettered ac-
cess to land and
housing is essential
to any meaning-
ful individual or
liberty,
autonomy, or self-

collective

determination.
The time has

stability in home-
ownership in the recent housing
boom. Rather, these incidents—the
creation and “collapse” of the hous-

ing “bubble,” the implosion

come to end reliance upon govern-
mental and non-governmental pro-
grams to provide affordable housing,
This book is a step-by-step guide on
how to provide free housing for com-
munities through the use of vacant
land
:With the belief that the solution
/ to housing problems is community

¥ 1 -{flcontrol of the land/community

* determination of housing, this

book was created to facilitate au-
tonomous reclamation of unused
land, providing access to safe shel-
ter for all members of the commu-
nity.

ion and contacts:

Visit the following websites for more information:

Oregon’s law code, including landlord/tenant law, can be found at:
http:/ /www.oregon.gov/SOLL

Additional information and suggestions for those intersted in housing occupa-
tion can be found at: http://www.squat2own.com

For a database of properties nationwide undergoing foreclosure proceedings,
visit: http://www.usa-forclosute.com

Take Back The Land is an organization in Florida with substantial resources
for those interested in reclaiming housing: http://www.takebacktheland.org




additional informati

Other support organizations:

The National Lawyers Guild is...a group of lawyers in Portland dedicated to sup-
porting social and political change. Contact them at: portlandchapter@nlg.org

Reclaim! Portland is...a collective that facilitates, supports, and coordinates to au-
tonomous occupation of unused land, buildings, and foreclosed homes. Con-
tact them at: reclaimportland@gmail.com

The Community Alliance of Tenants is...an organization dedicated to educating
and empowering low-income tenants to demand affordable, stable and safe
rental homes. Contact them at: http://oregoncat.org

forming a group:

Whether or not you are planning to occupy a building yourself, you

should consider solidifying a group before finding a building. Most reclaimed

land is lost due to lack of support system and a defense strategy. Once you

have regained control of the land, you need to determine how you plan to

keep it. It is a good idea to organize support from friends, others in your

community, activist groups, etcetera, to set up a defense. There may be land

occupation or squatting support groups in your area, or advocacy groups

that may be willing to support you.

finding a

Assess your needs to determine
what type of property to look for.
If you are desperate for shelter and
your first priority is to avoid eviction,
you will want a secluded place with
low visibility access. Consider indus-
trial/residential areas of low traffic.

There are several different ways
you can research and locate proper-
ties. It is highly recommended that
you research a property before mov-
ing in. The easiest methods are by
scouting properties and using online
databases. Any vacant properties are
fair game, but consider how long
you plan on staying when selecting
a building. It is best to find a prop-
erty that has been vacant for a while
and there do not appear to be any
current plans for the structure. Look
for properties that look like no one
has been there for a while. Look for
things like tall grass, an overflowing
mailbox, or newspapers piling up. It
is recommended that potential ten-
ants look for bank owned properties.

0 0

®
building:
It will be easier when you are mak-
ing your arguments for defense, and
with the massive numbers of fore-
closures, the banks have many vacant
homes throughout Portland. Once
you have found a property that ap-
pears vacant, look it up on portland-
maps.com and look at the ownership
and permit data under the assessor
tab. Look under the complaints tab
for nuisance reports. You will be able
to find out who owns the property,
where they live, and other informa-
tion on the house, like property com-
plaints, and how many bedrooms the
house has.

The other way you can search for
prospects is through online databas-
es. usa-foreclosure.com is one of the
easiest tools for this search, and cov-
ers most of the states. Once you sign
up for an account, you are able to
search Portland neighborhoods for
homes that are foreclosed, and in the
pre-foreclosure process. Enter the
zip-code of the neighborhood you
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eviction:
Currently you do not have the le-
gal right to squat a property in the
United States. However, numerous
houses/buildings around have been
taken over and kept by the people
who re-claimed them. A suggested
strategy is that once you have been
found out by the legal property own-
er you want to try and get them to
legally evict you. Once they do that
you can go to housing coutt and try
to get the house tied up through the

court system, while stilk livin _there’

or finding another place.. ,:

Unfortunately, "if “yot fr‘ "gguat- :

ting a building long enoughsmnces
are you’ll encoufiter an att 'J
property owner of maﬁag_ t@ggmct
you. If you are in a ban pte-
foreclosed home, chances ;31'@ ,Ltﬁ?rﬂ
be a realtor, or representatwe fro,rﬁ

the bank, such as someone respon-

sible for property upkeep. When
ANYONE comes to the property,
you need to say that it is your house
and you are a tenant there. At no time
should you tell them you are squat-
ting. Continue to assure them you
are a tenant and you are supposed to
be there. You do not need to have
a lease to show proof of residency.
Only the owner or a representative
of the owner has the legal right to
evict you, so don’t be intimidated by
cops, or neighbors. It’s important to
try and talk with the evictors; evic-
tions have been stopped.

You should decide before the ini-
tiationi of the eviction process if you

-afe going to fight it. If you’re fight-

ing the eviction in court, it would be

';“'éood idea to seek out legal advice.
aq;_ Contact a National Lawyers Guild

lawyer, or try getting in contact with

\local tenant rights folks. You might

argue that although there is no writ-
ten agreement between you and the
property owner, the vacancy of the

securing a building

Once you’ve formed a group and
decided on a building you’ll need to en-
ter and secure it. Many vacant buildings
are left open. Do your homework first,
determine how your building is secured,
and what is required for entry. Entering
a building is probably the riskiest part
of the squatting process, because at
this point you are legally considered a
trespasset,. This means you could face
charges of burglary for damage or al-
teration to the property. Learn your
rights ad local laws to defend yourself.

If your building is unopen, you will
need to break into it before changing
the locks. If all of the windows and
doors are locked, try to pick the lock. If
you have access to lock picking tools, it
is a good idea to learn how to use them.
You can view videos on youtube tol
earnhow to pick locks without a lock-

picking set or how to make a bump key.
Using a small glass cutter to remove a
small section of the glass of a door
might also be possible. You may also
try to break a window, or another quiet
approach. Bring hammers, screw driv-
ers, crow bars, bolt cutters with you, but
if you are caught with tools that might
be used to enter a house, you could be
charged with more serious crimes!

When first changing the locks on
the house, try entering the house in the
daytime, disguised as workers. When
you first scout or open a house, check
to see what locks you need to replace,
and have replacements with you. Then
try going back in the daytime dressed
as handyman/woman and acting as if
you are there to do your job. If anyone
questions you, tell them you work for
the bank, come up with a story and get
out of there! Change the locks and re-
turn a few days later to make sure noth-
ing has changed. If it hasn’t, it’s time to
move in. Keep in mind that if you look
like you are meant to be there, people
will not question you. Most of the time
sneaking in and out of windows in the
dark is when neighbors call the police.

Once you have entered the building
change the locks as soon as you can.
Having your own keyed entry keeps
your home secure from unwanted
guests, and looks less suspicious to
passersby. If needed, install your own
door or door frame. Places like the Re-
building Center sell used doors for as
low as $30.00.
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